
a ure?
What the Religious
Press Has to Say
Concerning the Or¬

ganized and Wicked
Slaughter That Di¬

rectly Controverts
All the Teachings of
the "Prince of Peace"

THE charge lias been maflp that the out¬
break of tho \ast European conflict
proves Christianity to be a failure.iu

Europe, a! least. And one voicing of this charge
Is found in the article that leads the interest-
ins: symposium on this page.

It is, of course, indisputable that Jesus
Christ taught peace."peace on earth, good
will to men" is the essence of his doctrines.
The nations that are at war are Christian na¬
tions which for hundreds of years have listened
to the teachings of the Saviour expounded in
their churches. They have pious rulers; tho
Czar Invokes Diety and wars iu the name of
Christ and Holy Russia; the Kaiser reverently
announces that Deity is with the Germans and
the Kings of England and of Belgium do the
tame thing.

Vet it is certain that the Saviour aohorred
war and preached not only peace, but non re¬
sistance. How can the actions of the Christian
countries be reconciled with their profession
of Christian faith.
Upon this point the following comments onthe war taken from the editorial pages of th<*leading denominational publications in America

are extremely interesting.

"FAILURE OF CHRISTIANITY."
The American Hebrew, August 14.

THE London Jewish World dated August 5,
jusl before England declared war against

(Icrmauy, contained .an excellent editorial
pointing to the failure of Christianity iu the

present crisis. The World said:
"As we writo the air is burdened with war

mid the threats of war. \ ant armies are mob¬

ilizing. marching and counter-marching. Th«
voice of diplomacy is hushed to a whisper al¬
most. And men arc asking not whether the
crimson tide of slaughter can be stayed, but
bow much of the world's territory it can be
permitted to dye. The 'Armageddon/ so Ions
prophesied, seem:; at last at hand, and Europe
looks as if it would, in the historic phrase, 'rat¬
tle Into barbarism/ and the sun of civilization
tet in a sea of blood.
"As we ponder these things we ask ourselves

whether we do indeed live under a Christian
civilization tllitler the supremo dispensation
of the 'Prince of Peace.' Is this all that two,
thousand year- of Christianity, driven ahead
in the teeth oi all opposition and over the
bodies oi counties;* myriads of martyrs, can

accomplish for men? Has this creed, with all
tho endless misery and suffering that it lias
entailed, done nothing after all -but lead tho
nations to the brink of spiritual bankruptcy
uud material ruin?
"The Christian creed stands confessed to¬

day before all inch as a horrible and ghastly
failure. A faith whose cornerstone is broth¬
erly peato but whose priests have blessed the
cannon and the battleship and turned a con¬

tinent into a great camp bristling with steel,
was already suspect. Brtt now that nearly all
its « hief Votaries have sprung at one another's
throa and a maniacal fury has seized on tho
Christian hosts;, 'Vlie \>ico of reason asks:
t an thi barr> n'"V; > eih the principles of which
count for so little iu practise, survive the ex¬
posure'.' Has not the world had n surfeit of
hollow -iiockei'h ? Mockeries, to be sure!
The religion whose own adherents turn their
cities into shamble' is still preached to Jews
n.- the indispensable k(,> to salvation, and river3
of gold are set flowing to accelerate conviction
Tio. for Cod'- sake, and the sake of common
decency^ let u have an end to this intolerable
nnd hateful btisines. I; Christianity cannot
guard Its own children, lot it at least ccasn
to prate to Jews of it spiritual blessings, in
the welter ol blood and pariic let us, for mercy's
fake, have done with hyprocrisy and keep* a
clean tonfeuc."

WAR.FOR WHAT?
Christian Herald, Aug. 26. 1914.

IX Europe to-day seven countries are engaged
in bloody warfare I'oli WHAT?

Seventeen million men have been called from
their peaceful vocations and are engaged in
trying lo slaughter one another. l<'()ft WHAT?

Oi these seventeen million fTer thirty thou¬
sand huvu already been murdered..EOIl
WHAT?
Wherefore !t follows that over thirty thou¬

sand wi\es. mothers and children have beenbereaved of husband, son or father..EUft
WHAT?

lii« patriot? of went to war for a prln-
rip e, ti.i- establishing Of which had an imme¬
diate effect upon their pocketbooks, their
pride, and an ultimate result in upbuilding tho
whole country. When the war in Europe ii
over every person who survives will be poorer,
every moral sense blunted, every s^nse of jus¬tice dulled.the progress of civilization re-
tinned no one knows how many years FOR
WHAT?
Atk the potentates who sit upon the thrones.Ask the wastrels whose personal aggrandize¬

ment is lieir:g reared upon the grief of the
people. Ask the spirit of militarism that hov-
' rs like a vampire over the uplift of humanityAsk the diplomats who might have preventedit. but did not Ask the people themselves inthe name of common tense why and for what
purpose a crime of such enormity should bopermitted.
The present war is one that will make the

..>
.' '.y ^- '' y* V >-.'*V; w 3gvX»<%< M xmA . . .» 'c»

?**.>* !

Cimsi 011 the Battlefield.From the Painting by Henri Dangei Which So torceiully hixpresses the incongruity Between War unci AH the Teachings ol' the Saviour.\h t."ouruw of M.'i ou A i. I'.; .:i it 1 & Co. Succors. New York, i'arij, I. 1.. Ujrti .ich (Albaco),
whole world think. Those who mock at poace
will point i«> llus war as conclusive evidence
thai peace is a fanatical drenin and immeas¬
urably far of!'. The reverse is true, however,
for the war now in progress supplies tho
Ftrongcst argument in favor of peace. It com¬
pels men to think of the unspeakable folly of
nations which, in nil of their best interests,
should not be foes bill friends and fellow mem¬
bers of a groat brotherhood. Vet we find them
armed to the teeth by the system, to slay each
oilier.

Further, (lie war must make the world think
of lite onerous and needless losses that are
Inflicted not only on the participants, but on
oilier nations as well, who are not even re¬

motely involved. And all who are not blinded
by interest or prejudice must recognizo the
self-evident truth that rivalry in armament in
p. constant provocation to war. loss and suffer¬
ing; that the control of a huge lighting ma¬
chine by an ambitious or selfish power is a
constant peril to humanity, and to the whole
world's peace and progress.
Thought is ihe uioth'r of action. There is

Ftrong reason to hope that the cumbrous, costly
itnd wicked system of armaments now prevail¬
ing. and which has made tho present war pos¬
sible. may at no distant day. in obedience to
the demand of civilization, become a thing of
the past. Ii will not he relinquished without
a struggle, but ii is a struggle worth making
Itussia. the principal aggressor in the present
conflict, will not readily give up her dream oT
Balkan territory and a sen front 011 the Medi¬
terranean; Austria. Frame, (icrmany and ling-
land will cling lo their old ideals. But world
sentiment will triumph in tho end. Let the
friends of peace take courage.

THE STAKE.CIVILIZATION.
The Independent, August 17.

IN the face of indubitable facts of hi:-tory,
* how era-- is the contention of those
writers who say that the genius for political
organi/.ation which ha; created the states of
modern Kutope is a unique quality of the Ten
tonic mind! Western civilization, including
its political organization, its law. its literature,
art and science, is a creation, as the civili/.a-

¦ tions of Greece and of Koine were creations, of
that fortuitous blend of Mediterranean and
(.'eltic, Danubian and Ilaltic stocks which han
been most perfectly achieved In France andthe Netherlands. Great Britain and the United
States.

It i then rio accident, it is (lie necessary
consequence of thousands of years of historythat these peoples, and no others, have mas¬tered the problem of the democratic iinperium.They alone have seen how to combine politicalcohesion with popular sovereignty and individ¬ual liberty. Greece uruppled with this problem,but she was- too small and weak and too soonoverwhelmed. Home broadened the founda¬tions of practical experiment by developinglaw and administration. On these foundationsthat democratic civilization which is the hopeof mankind to-day i-- built.
This c.v.li/.ation is this hour in peril. It isthe stake, the real stake, the only real stakein the awful came of war that is being played.'I his is the answer to those writers andapologists v. ho would have us believe thatKngland has done .1 monstrous tiling, has beena traitor to her own race, has raised a fratri¬cidal hand, in casting her lot with Franceagainst the militaristic absolutism of the Ger¬

man Government. Whether such writers areIgnorant, or intend to deceive, is of little con¬
sequence. The thing they say, the thing theywrite, is not true.

l or the Herman people Americans have onlyadmiration and respect, and no nation on earthwill extend to them a readier good will and a
more generous co-operation than America shall,when the day comes for them to set about thotask of building a republican civilization.

MOCKING OF CHRIST'S SPIRIT.
America (Catholic Review), August 15.

NATIONS, like men. livo by ideals. 1' theso
be lofty, the nation is noble; if they bobase, the nation is base. The reason Is clear.Deliberate act;on follows thought, takes colorfrom thought, is directed by though!. As anation thinks, so a nation acts. If justice and

charity nro In Its soul. 11/ arts will bo Just
and iharilahlc. !i hatrd and greed dominate
.t spirit hatred and greed will mark its atti¬
tude toward it no or. .Mammon, not Oiri t,
will ho god Heaven will be in its wild
dreams; the earth in its active life. Trade,
and conquest will be the be-all and Mid all of
its existence. It v. ill watch its neighbor's
propress with Jealous eye. inspect Its neigh¬bor's ports, reckon its neighbor' ship:;, coant
its neighbor's . ohliers, estimate it : n< '-hbor's
fighting power .. .d a' a favorable moment hurl
itself nt t;¦ neighbor in war.

I'or what? For dross, a temporal advantagel or this, nut ? (bid's noble ereature. man. die
a brutal death; i<>r this, too. mu. t widows
mourn and childrc n weep- -not for high prineiples but for \ ile lucre. That is the lesson
of a grpat part of this war. Mammon must be
served once again. adored by the sacrifice of
thousands of human lives, propitiated by the
v.ails of women and the tears of children.
The conquering nation will emerge from

the war all dripi.ing with blood. It will wash
itself clean and pile the gold heaven high.Throughout, the world preachers will point a
linger of one hand a: the glittering n;n s coined
Irotn man's life blood, and lit'ting their voices
will shout: "lb-hold what the unadulterated
Bible, the pure Uospel, has done for this
nation." A finger of the other hand will bt!
directed to the conquered, despoiled nation,
and meif will be warned against a reliclon
which ha loft i': adherents tu .such misery.God awaits His day. The cannon will not
roar forever, the drum will not sound for
long. The mocking of Christ's spirit will cease.
And then? The judgment.

THE DEVIL IS IN THE SADDLE.
The Christian Advocatc, August 6.

111-! 'li \ 11 in the saddle on the other side" of tii" ghil,.-, ami certain crowned heads
are hi willing lieutenants.
The i i\ lizcd world is stunned by the sud-

rlrtine. s and tin enormity of tlie international
crime and li:nl jt impossible to name any jus¬tification t <. tvigiiUul outbreak.

It must p. b overlooked that ever sincet'rn Krai co I'm n War in 1S70 the nationsof K'jrope hav<- been steadily preparing them¬selves for a gr« international conflict. Dur¬
ing the la t fort \ear.s when ver an outbreakhas occurred in i> part of Kurope men havejaid: ' i'erhap- th is the hour when the greatnations will hurl themselves at one another'sthroats." There i- much psychological weightin the mere fact of keeping such a sentimentin the though; of i many men. Probably fewwould have pp dieted a month ago that we
were on the verge of this outrageous war, butthe condition v. ie suitable, the temper ofEuropean Pow< :¦ v. a waiting provocation, theforces wen ready, and he world is staggeredby the tragic outcome.

Ilie infernal irony of the case lies here.that at the \ ery moment w hen international
peace is the uppc rmost question among civil-i/.cd nation?, in the v.-ry week.of a Peace Con¬
tort nit was to have met. in a central Euro-
petin city. tl:i. nion irons iniquity should have
Fprting upon tit world with unrestrained fury,it is a convincing proof that Hague tribunals,palaces of penc and artificial expedients lor
Mippre- ing wp.r win b< of little effect untilthe political magnates of the world becomeactually Christian.

it the crowned heads of Europe w-ho areirto't rt sponsible for this wickedness were theChristians they fancy themselves to be the
peace of the world would not have been broken.May (Jod save the people of Europe and for-give those who are accountable for the delugeof blood w hich ha- l'.gun, and speedily bringto naught the machinations of cruel men.

A MONSTROUS GROWTH.
The Churchman, August 15.

flilS monstrous growth of militarism mustA fall if civilisation is to endure. It is fall¬
ing now, and the more complete and costlyits death-throes and the more of dynastic jeal¬ousies and "divin1 " rights it nulls down ami

buries with it. tho freer will the .leltl be for
tho growth oi a ro.il peace which ran o:\l>
lave its roi> iii the brotherhood of «nau.

w i nari», hut it must ho a peace. no',
n m< re at of nr'nal hostilities covering a
seething depth <.' suspicion, hatred, envy and
fear. If by some miracle tho marching hosti
coulrl t>o turned back today; if the hunting
ship* of prey could hr> drawn home to their
own -t- if th" emperors who have claimed
i!i". mo tut* on for t!.< ir appeals to force could
lio suddenlv brought to countermand their
wanton orders f<>r death anrl destruction. It
rr mains a mi erahle certst nty that the state
of armed ton ion would yet exist, the gurribon3
<.ii international boundaries would not be re-
ilueed, the making of guns and explosives
would not cease, the toil of the farmer and
the mechanic would :-tiII be taxed more and
more heavily for the upkeep of tlie.se mon¬
strous arm!' - and gold-braided general staffs,
and the '. n ion would simply continue to grow
- with an sulded cau>e of d; 'n * in the recent¬
ly demonstrated futility of international guar¬
antees or national promises.
A long as any nation or any sovorelgn !n

I-'::rope retains tho power or the will to dev-
a-tr> an i.nottendittg neighbor, as Germanyhas done to I'.t Igiuin. or to plunge a continent
into war without warning, as Austria has dona
to Europe, so long Is any peace in the real
Ferine of the word a social impossibility. Peace,
ye nut not a peace which bears within its
bosom the seeds of perpetual war, whether
hidden or open. fence, again yes! but^iot a
peace which is simply the ingenious balanc¬
ing on the point of the bayonet a soap-bubblo ,which is bo'imi to burst.

(Jul of this destruction may yet come forth
brotherhood. The people of Germany do not
hale tli" r «'ple of Trance any more than the
people of England hate, the people of Austria.
And perhaps when the princes and the war
cabinets and th<* monster guns and the high-
power expio ivo: .mil the bomb-dropping aero-
plane have thoroughly and absolutely demon¬
strated heir incapacity to preserve peace or
to promote international amity the peoples willtake the matter into their own hands. Let it
he this peace, full, final and fruitful, that wo
pie.j d for in our prayers, and not that meremocker\ of peace which has so long gone byits name.

ALWAYS THE PEOPLE PAY.
Tlic Congregationalism August 13.

AFTER all tiie terrible lessons of the ages
past, even with the devastated still bleed¬ing Balkans before them, could not the mastersof war and emperors who are responsible forthis conflict realize that the most precious pos¬sessions of any nation are its men, women andchildren, that the homes arc the. bulwarks ofa nation, that civilization advances only in

peace while war destroys their best and breedsbarbarism? Have they not learned tho blight¬ing curse thai comes from race hatred whichthe spirit of war inflames? But is not warinevitable among those; whose chief businessis preparation for war if their purposes areruled by a Napoleonic ambition?
While the war lords sate their lust for powerand great domain the people pay the terrlbloprice always the people pay.In our horror and dismay that a great warinvolving ail Ihirope and menacing all tho na¬tions of the world, should be begun so ruthless¬ly, wo might despair of the onward course ofthe Kingdom of Righteousness. But we must

not lose our faith in God. Even the blind am¬bition and brutal warfare of worldly monarchsshall be made to serve God's purposes. The
cause of justice and righteousness is comingto its own. In recent years democracy has
made steady and rapid progress throughoutthe world, especially in Europe.The gospel of democracy, world brotherhood
and world peace is proclaimed by the prophetsot" the twentieth century. The prophet's vision
is breaking upon the multitude, upon those
who do the world's work and tight the world's
battles. They are beginning to realize the
price they have to pay for monarchy, the pricethey have to pay for war. They realize as
never before their richt and thoir nnw«p ». >. i <¦>

them.-°l vcj. The war *.v111 hrhit; tho world near
to the downfall of all monarchies. The awl
co:;i of war In life and property, the staggerl
burden of armaments and war debts will fin
ly force their lesson home. Democracy w
.«¦ w«.< p awny *h° thrones that once were he
in reverence Peace with its precious fru:
will be sought as far better than all the glo
of th<? blood-drenched battlefields. Then *

f' all see our dreams < nrne true. Justice I
tweon nations as now between man ar.d mi
will be souk!;' and enforced In peaceful I
Initials f<>r the whole wide world.
Our own r atinn occtipi< = remarkable vantai

ground in the present eric!? It is highly li
portant that we should maintain otir neutr;
Ity and perform all pof ible ministries in tl
cause of humanity. 'J'he steps taken by o
government thus far have been wise and rlgb
and we may !<f» able to render the most divine
led service in helping to establish early ai
righteous peace.

Let tis stand, therefore, "tendfast and Arm
th^ fai'h ar.d pray without ceasing that tl
war may end speedily, and that after the wi
may come the enduring pcaec of deniocrac
brotherhood and righteousness.

IS IT ARMAGEDDON?
The Presbyterian, August 6.

TH F, Hook of Revelation describes a batt
which s to take place between the klni

of the earth and of the whole world. It cal
this battle Armageddon, a Hebrew name. CI
iliza'ion is looking now upon one of the grer
est. it' not the greatest, conflict of the age
a it sways in the balance between returning
peace or going forth to carnage. Can thi>e the fulfillment of the prophecy of Revel
tion" No one can say. The study of prophet
don? not include prediction. God keeps tl
times and seasons in his own hands. He wl
undertakes to fix or determine them advertis
his own auda« itv and hardened infidelity. Wh<
the promised events come we shall know ther
but they shall arrive without warning. O
responsibility is to be ready for them at at
time. . .

The nations have been giving themselves
materia! things, to luxury, to prize-fighting, at
all forms of coarse and frivolous pleasure. Thi
ha \'e become defiant. They have laughed. D
feet ion of faith has appeared in the churc
Most persistent, determined and even boastf
effort has been made to teach the all-suf
ciency of man.

Mr. Carnegie attempts to buy pcace wl
money, but he has not tho price. Only tl
Prince of Peace can bring peace, and Mr. Ci
negie and his followers have no room for hi)
Mr. Carnegie would snatch education from tl
hand of the Church and then would change h
and use her for the purpose of making wa
to cease.
The war cry of nil Europe has changed :

this. The prize-fights cease. The smaller co
teritions give way; the lines of pleasure a
suspended; travel Is arrested; tho stock e
changes are closed; people tremble, and all I
terest centres In the portending war cloud.With war already begun, it will mean tlcoming of our Lord personally to many a sidier whom he will meet In judgment. It in;
mean the coming of our Lord in a marked v-tation as he came to the Jews in Jerusale:The unbelief of this age calls for somethingthis kind. It may mean the great final SeeoiComing of our Lord, to assert His Kingshand complete His Kingdom. Hut of this we c:
not speak conclusively. Put the loud callthis hour is tho call to repentance, to fait
and to obedience. The call should bo firheard by the Church, for there will the judment begin. The Church in her faith, her seti< cs and her method has suffered large deft
tion.
The world and worldly men have weakeni

her. and her ambition has been her own glorather than the praise, worship, obedience at
expectation of her King. Whatever maythe outcome and course of the present w
omens, let the Church profit by the grave p(fibilities. and out of them arise to a more vi
orous faith, mode definite reliance upon tl
plan and gospel of Christ and to a more fait
ful, constant and consistent watching.Copyright, i M 4, by the if t:ir «.»?nj»'ir»y. Ureut Britain Mights Rcscrvou.


